


 
City of Hollister 

“Pepper Dog Park”  
Dog Park Project 

 
 

 
Goal: To create a new city dog park where both human and animal residents and visitors of the City of 
Hollister can enjoy a safe, family-friendly outdoor recreational space by September 2010.  

Background:  On August 18, 2008 Hollister Parks Director Chad A. Fuqua was killed by a drunk driver.  Mr. 
Fuqua’s family has created a foundation – Chad A. Fuqua Foundation – to honor his memory by advocating and 
providing funding for the Hollister Parks System.  Mr. Fuqua’s beloved dog, Pepper, often accompanied him 
and was his best friend.  Pepper, a black Labrador retriever and a rescue shelter dog, was adopted by Mr. 
Fuqua’s family, after his tragic death.  Pepper is a frequent user of the Hollister Parks System, and most 
recently, she appeared in costume for Hollister’s Centennial “Founders Day” event.  The proposed dog park will 
be dedicated in honor of the special relationship between Mr. Fuqua and his dog Pepper and the relationship that 
both of them share with the City of Hollister. 

Scope:  The City of Hollister owns approximately 2 acres of parks adjacent to the Trinity Christian Academy 
school.  A portion of the property is designated as “Tiger Park,” consisting of basketball courts, playground 
equipment, and green space.  The new dog park will occupy 13,000 sq. ft (65’ x 200’) of dog-run space and a 
small parking area on the park grounds, next to Tiger Park.  In addition to being located next to the school, it is 
also located near single-family and multiple-family residential areas, and it is within easy walking distance of 
Hollister’s historic downtown. 

Because of its location, the dog park will provide safe, family-friendly outdoor recreation opportunities for 
Hollister residents and visitors, and it will encourage walking, exercise, and other healthy activities in our 
neighborhoods and City.  In addition, as the first dog park in the area, this new park will be a destination for our 
residents, and it will help to make Hollister a great place to live, work, and play.   

The health and safety of parks users are of high importance, and, therefore, the project is designed with these 
considerations in mind.  The dog run area will be enclosed by 6’ fencing, including a double-gated entry system 
and a partitioned area to keep the dogs contained in the area and to promote good behavior and safety among the 
animals.  Water, animal waste receptacles, trash receptacles, and other standard-park equipment will be installed 
on the grounds.  The City of Hollister has designed this park after researching industry standards for safety and 
other best-practices. 

This is an exciting project for the City of Hollister for many reasons.  It is a unique amenity in our community; it 
will provide safe, fun, and free recreational opportunities for our residents; and it honors two friends of the 
Hollister Parks System: Mr. Fuqua and his dog Pepper.  The park will be named “Pepper Dog Park” in their 
honor. 

  



Goal and Objectives 
 
 
 

Goal: To create a new city dog park where both human and animal residents and visitors of the City of 
Hollister can enjoy a safe, family-friendly outdoor recreational space by September 2010. 
 
Objective I:  Secure a location for the dog park on city owned property. 
Measurement: Location selected and mapped for the project. 
Responsible party:  City of Hollister Parks Department. 
Date completed: September 2009. 
 
Objective II: Prepare list of supplies and equipment needed to complete the project. 
Measurement: Bill of materials and site layout maps produced.   
Responsible party: City of Hollister Parks and GIS Departments. 
Date completed:  June 2009.  Updated May 2010. 
 
Objective III: Secure funding for the project. 
Measurement: Sufficient financial and/or in-kind contributions committed to complete the project 
according to the plans. 
Responsible party: City of Hollister Economic and Community Development Department. 
Timeline: July – August 2010. 
Date completed: 
 
Objective IV: Purchase supplies and equipment. 
Measurement: All supplies and equipment in possession of Parks Department. 
Responsible party: City of Hollister Parks Department 
Timeline: August 2010. 
Date completed: 
 
Objective V: Install all equipment and materials; park readied for public use. 
Measurement: All materials are properly installed according to the plans. 
Responsible party:  City of Hollister Parks Department 
Timeline: August 2010. 
Date completed: 
 
Objective VI: Open dog park to the public and hold ribbon-cutting celebration event. 
Measurement: Residents and visitors able to use park. 
Responsible party:  City of Hollister Public Information Office. 
Timeline: September 2010. 
Date completed: 
  



Estimated Materials Budget 

 

Fence
Equipment and Installation 4,000.00$    

Water Hydrants 100.00$       
Signage

Rules and Regulations 100.00$       
Park Name 350.00$       

Animal Waste Receptacles (4) 350.00$       
Trash Receptacles (4) 350.00$       

Total Materials 5,250.00$   

 

 

Site Information 

 

Total Park Grounds 77,591 sq. ft
Pepper Park Grounds 13,000 sq. ft

Dog Park Area 16.8% of Total Property
Assessors Appraisal of Total Property $20,000.00
Dog Park Appraisal ($20,000.00 x 16.8%) $3,360.00

 

 

  



 Site Plan 

 



 

Chad A. Fuqua and Pepper Dog 

 

Vonnie Fuqua-Mathiesen and Pepper Dog at Hollister Centennial 
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A once-unwanted dog in Holl ister could become the inspiration for the area's first dog park

said the city's community and economic development director, Rob Dixon

The foundation is working on obtaining a grant through Petco, but Dixon does not want to rely on it

"Even with the grant, we can add a lot more with donations," Dixon said

Branson might get a dog park of its own, but the process is in a very preliminary stage

Morns Like Me Ozarksspaces Outdoors

Holl ister dog park effort is inspired by
Late Parks Director Fuqua rescued dog from euthanasia.
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Back when Holl ister kept its own pound, Parks

Director Chad Fuqua had the unpleasant task of

carting unclaimed animals to Springfield to be

euthanized

On a particular trip in 2001, he was driving a black

labrador retriever puppy to its doom when he

decided he couldn't go through with it

"She looked at me," Fuqua told his mother, who

insisted at the time that her son did not need a

dog

In August 2008, when Fuqua was 40, he died

when his motorcycle was struck by a drunken

driver making a U{urn on a highway The dog,

named Pepper, is now owned by Vonnie

[,4athiesen - the mother who once said her son

didn't need a dog

Now, l,4athiesen said the Chad A Fuqua

Foundation hopes to raise funds to start Pepper

Park - a dog park in Holl ister

"There is no dog park in Holl ister or Branson," said

Mathiesen, who is the city's assistant

administrator "lt would be a fenced-in space

where you could go and let your dog run leash-

free "

The park, which would be located at Evergreen

Avenue and Laurel Street, next to Tiger Park and

Trinity Christian Academy, sti l l  needs funding to

become a reality

"We have a site located, we have the materials

identif ied, we're just working on securing funding,"

Nnus"Lu,urrilr
Pepper is shown with her
former owner Chad Fuqua
in an undated photo
Pepper wil l be the
namesake of a dog park in
Holl ister if enough funds
can be raised (Submitted
by Vonnie Mathiesen)

"There is a need, not just from residents but from visitors as well

who don't have a place to walk theif dog They could use a
place to take their dogs off-leash "
* Cindy Shook, Branson parks director

HOW TO HELP

Donations for the Holl ister dog park should be mailed to Vonnie

Mathiesen, P O Box 638, Holl ister MO 65673

Anyone needing more information about Branson's dog park

committee may call Cindy Shook, 335'2368
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Branson Parks DirectorCindy Shooksaid a committee of interested residents, the Dog ParkCommunity
Action Group, has met a couple of times and visited Springfield's dog park to get some ideas She said any
dog park in Branson would most likely follow the model in Springfield, where a private group would raise
funds but the citywould run it, In Springfield, users can pay $25 a yearto use the dog park, or g10 for a
single day,

Shook said the city owns some land next to Stockstill Park that might be suitable, but more information wouto
be needed.

She said the area needs such a oark,

"There is a need, not just from residents but from visitors as well who don't have a place to walk their dog,"

S h o o k s a i d  " P e o p l e t a k e t h e i r d o g s t o t h e p a r k a l l  t h e t i m e b u t t h e y h a v e t o b e o n a l e a s h . T h e y c o u l d u s e a
place to take their dogs off-leash,"

Holl ister would l ike to keep its park free of charge, Mathiesen said

M a t h i e s e n s a i d s h e " t h r e w a f i t " w h e n h e r s o n d e c i d e d t o k e e p P e p p e r  N o w , t h o u g h , s h e h a s d e c i d e d t h e
dog, which she's had since she returned from visit ing her son in a hospital, was intended for her all along

" l  don ' t  th ink  he  go t  her fo r  h im.  I  th ink  he  go t  her fo r  me, "  she  sa id ,

Chadwick Carter of Forsyth pleaded guilty to flrst-degree manslaughter in the death of Chad Fuqua He was
sentenced to 120 days in prison and 10 years' suspended execution of sentence.
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A Dr, Pepper can, a set of  loving eyes and a man's heart  rescues her from deaths jaws

Posted in General ,  Opinion by The OleSeagul l  on the June 20th, 2010

She probably didn' t  suspect that the journey she was on would end with her death as she fel t  the
vibrat ion of the truck's wheels rol l ing underneath the cab f loor where she lay with her chin propped up
on an empty Dr.  Pepper can, but she certainly had to sense that something drast ical ly di f ferent was
about to happen. That aside, she just looked up into the face of the man dr iv ing the truck.

That man was Chad A Fuqua, at the t ime the Director of the Hol l ister Parks Department and his tr ip that
day was to take a homeless female Black Labrador mix from the Hol l ister Dog Shelter up to Springf ield
for euthanizat ion because she had exceeded the authorized t ime at the shelter.  Al though he had done
the same thing on other occasions, this t ime, as the dog looked into his eyes from the top of the Dr.
Pepper can something happened. As he told his mom later " there was just something about her eyes."

Fuqua turned the truck around, went back to Hol l ister and adopted "Pepper,"  named after the Dr.

Pepper can upon which her chin was rest ing at the t ime he decided to turn the truck around. As part  of

his adopt ion and relat ionship with Pepper he had her spayed and they shared seven wonderful  years of

companionship before Chad's unt imely death in 2008.

On the night of  his death, as soon as his mother lef t  the hospt ial ,  she went to Chad's house where she

found Pepper cur led up on his bed wait ing for his master to return. Ever since, Pepper has been l iv ing

with the mother of the man who saved her from death providing a special  comfort  to his mother as she

deals with the gr ief  of  the death of her son,

Although Chad's rescue of Pepper is poignant;  every day hundreds of dogs are euthanized because there

is no one to rescue them. The enduring message of Chad and Pepper 's story and the cont inuing story

with Chad's mother is the celebrat ion of the animal human bond and the posit ive impact in can have on

one's l i fe.  Too, i t  is a si lent plea to take responsible care of your dogs, consider having them spayed or

neutered and adopt ing dogs from local animal shelters to help cut down on their  suffer ing and the

number of dogs that have to be euthanized each day.



The effect of Chad rescuing Pepper that day goes beyond just the personal relationship between master
and dog' Pepper has a special relationship with the Holl ister Parks Department that started while Chad
was al ive and has continued through today. Pepper routinely part icipates in various events such as
appearing in costume at Holl ister 's Founders Day and walking with her master in the Relay for Life
Cancer Survivors Walk to mention a couple.

During a recent interview with Vonnie Mathiesen, Holl ister 's Assistant City Administrator, Chads mom,
and Rob Dixon, the Director of Economic Development i t  was announced that the city of Holl ister is
working on a project to build the areas f irst "Dog Park" to be named the "pepper Dog park," in honor of
Pepper ,

The park would be on two acres of land that the city of Holl ister owns and would provide a safe secure
area where area residents and visitors al ike could let their dogs run leash free, Dixon describes the park
as a quali ty of l i fe amenity that wil l  cost a l i t t le over $5,000 to build. l t  is anticipated that the funds for
the building of the park and its maintenance wil l  come from grants and private contributions and
voluntary labor.

Saved from the jaws of death by "A Dr, Pepper Can, a set of loving eyes and a man's heart," pepper has
been a constant source of joy to her masters, servant to her community, local icon for responsible pet
care, pet adoption and the catalyst for the areas f irst dog park, One can only wonder how many l ives
could be posit ively inf luenced by the 100s of "Peppers" that are euthanized every day,
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KIilLN lils illwnys h(t r sii

l } i  1b  Br l i rn r iu  l i r  ch ikhen,
ail lxEilil laking ntgic Lsynis
ril trrlbnning ils il nrilBi.irr h)
l'){)l N llilkosllckl C-alill A{icr
ye i l s  d l  t r , l i r i l i ns  and h in8

fillol trril!icchil,s lili gol In ilrc
wry ilild Klilus pul his nril!i.
cil'tc' on lhe bilck bnrner

Alic' LrrinDg .r'ly Nllrnrf nr
l i ( !D  i l x r  Cr l i l i r i l i r  l )epnrhcnL
o l  ( ln rec lnnrs  Kh ' rs  kx )R i l J ( i l )
rr a coDTxny which til,!(lcd
ra l i l y  and l l$  i t r l  1h l r8  th r t
linrc hc Nrs nrlolved h ilil cill
cLnilr resiltir8 in neck sr8c,y

I hrrks r) workcN coDlr,r!il
l i r ) ,  K l i lL rs  l lux l  r  f i !o l r l  p i l , r  o l

''so nrilry Dutte trrisuse rhc
sy$cu, |ilil I ilu,ghr il \!ils ilrc
t^..rlccr way lbr Drc k) l.iln il
L,ildc hc srll flrilr Nry il I
wrDrcd r) rn)ve lnncvhcrc, lll
hilve srrclhing () hkc \vith nrc

Khus chosc h fick uf thL

BILL KLAUS AS CHOPPEF
THE CLOWN will be al Branson
Landing's Clown Around evenl
Salurday, June 19

''I trr'c il brcrtrse il s l^! key
he snll Ytrr Ist hrrir ,r( ilild
l i l lk k) t rot l ,  Nhich is snnc

KlNs,dn i l i i l fd  i i l  Ca l i l i rD i i l
k' cn'! la' his nxnlci (Ir.c ilx
tascl hc lcll lhc Dc.{l k) ilxr!.
nnd tickcd hDcy CoLnl)

l le  oFncd l ib lc  R( f ,k  I l [ l r l
Shof  ncx l  r '  I \ v in  I ih rd  N4[ te l
( t r r  M ls r i  86  (hce  lhc  ccono
trry lf,Ltilil !' rakc a ruDr, Klaus
nilfl(t lx)ki18 lir \!ilys () nr*e

'l dccilrd k) gcr back int)
do i i l ! kn ls  s lows i lnd  dr i rS \  l i kc
thrr wilh my Drilgic hc srll
"()rc ol nry c!{{rilers ilskcl n)c
il I hild cvcr dxnrSht ilhnil hirir

Klilus wils itriStrcd bl hdlv
nNch luD r  I ' i cud  bad l r ' l b 'n r
lU as il cl^!u lbr thc Sbrnrcrs

(hcc hc dccilcd r) broDrc r

t ' ( i l ssnr r l . l ^vn  hc  k i l fw  l r

"1  N.n l  w i lh  ( l l i f l r ,  l l ,$ ,  un l i l
{De ol nry lliends trnnled (nil il)il
is rhyilrcd Nirh FliUD aDd I dnl
il l wilnl il)c kils lhinkir8 1 rvrs r
ilolthil) " he silnl So lhetr I llg'
ur.d sircc I nr lbDd ol Dxno,.)
clcsrnd I chop hil (lhottcr \vrs

()t (il dn nrilin Nilsons Klaus
cor l inu .s  k )  t { r l i rN  is  lhe  ioy  i l
b r i l )gs  k )  thc  chrkh .D I  r {  yu l
hf Drer il :l yer, oU gl,l rrd hcr
l4 Drflh (id b,olhu:

" lhc  l l ( [  t l l  l v i l s  h rng iDg
(tno h.r dirl s hnnl ilnd vn$r'l
le ( ing  go  hc  san i  " lhc  l l l h
Dilby, hc wils lrlnng hs l.rd rfd
enilin8 rs 1 Nr\ tr).kin! lln,)y
lmcs  I I { i  sednu l  k )  l i ke  i l

t hcr Lhc brby boy h8ril cr]
itrg Klilrs iilrilx{iillcly brckcd
rwry IioDr lhc younS lanril)

''| silkl tih oh Ch(llrr scilrul
ilrc lillhr ltry, rM rhr ilr li[[

S i r l  I c r  kx \c  {n  hcr  l i l her \
h rDd,  hus i l i l 'Shemi lo lc r  a rd
lh'eN hrr il.rs rKnDd nrc ilrd
silil l)on t wory Choflrr hc
docs lhrl r) uvcryoN lhill\
wlfl Drilkfs il rll w(mh I

Sircc he hctilil h[ litrrry ino
ckilviliilu hc Ins fuconrc lice

trcsklcDr ol r k)cal (--OAl

Ck^vns ol Atrreilcil hl.rnrlhrill,
.lnvn rLlcy ilnd fresilcnt ol a
ku1 nrn8ic club rud wils rruU
2010 Mi8iciiln ol lh. Yctu by lhc
ln lc rn r l i r r l  l l o lherh(x t r l  o l
Nlasici.ns, RilrB 1:5

Khns rs ilvrihble lb, birlhdrl
pil,rics, lisli!ills Iii$ ilnd jusr
rllnr ilily {ilher occilsinr IIc is

bd,uodr I esenlrbrBNM

rls) incrc$ed nr lclt)irg ilr'se bungcc Nr lhe ltit{-lrl Slldc
ilr) \,iir i) h.onrc il ctr\vn AdrcDrlirc lhrdr ob$ilc[ cours

K lnus i lndoh. r  i l c i l c l ^ lns 'N csrnd  nnr r
slil[ll k) l^.. il I]rfsD Lilndilrg "1 lli is rxr krir,srll ilr(linrc
lbil aliern(xrr Int ltl lbr ltrc so coDrc oul rud scc ns l(! s(!nc
rnnurl (lkNvnAround li$i!ill 8(xxl okl llD hc silll 'l kN. il

"1 11 h doilU bxlkx,r ruinrills Nnd I ll h doif8 ilris rnril I cilil r
i l i l db i l l l r i l y { )yos i l i l j L ' s r tu r  do  i l  i l r y i l xnc  or  u i l r i l  I  d ic
nru c,My hc srll Wc ll hillc r $hi.hcv., coDrs hsr '

g(x{ Iinc AdDrissir) t) Ihc Clnvn
t r r  rdd i l iD  k )  thc  ck^vDs Ihc   round is l l cc , ind l i xx l i lDd l rv

I ilndifr will lirtnt li.c tiliilr .r8cs lvill lr ilvrililblc lbr rrl
irt iln(l hr8c iilcril.li!c iilllillil' chrsc
b lcs l lunMoDkcyN4{ds  iNh( l  Rn i l x rc  i i l l i n i l i l r in )  c r l l
i rU  i l  nnr )kcy  b i l rc l  bd i l i l ce ,  i l7  219 ' lm l  o r  v is i (  l r r i l s i l
R . \c ! .  I l c r ( f , s  phy  i l , c r  i l  l i l nd iD!conr

Branson Mall eyes parbrenhip for cancer walk
tsr AN^srrsLl w^(;NriR

l  he  l l raD! , r  Mr l l
Dn lc ( i l i nnrcn l  C0DI ) lcx  has

f i l t i l c rcd  N i lb  d rc  snsrn  c
KonrcD l iNnda l i )n  o l  thc
Oz i l rks  ro  ( rgar i ^  tnc  l i r s
Walk lbr lhc (\'rc in Brnnvnr

Th(  bcnc l l l  has  bccn lcn la
r ivc ly  schcdu lcd  l i , f  SuDdat
J t r l y  18  Thc  wr lk  $ , i l l  bc  35
nr i l cs  i l i l d  bcg in  r t  Br i lny )n
Mi l l l  on  76  Coun i ly  Bor lcv i ld
b  Mickcy  Gi l l cy  T lcahc  and

B,ad I ,e rc ,son r rd  Jord i ln
I lavkhs  borh  o l  Br i lnsoD
Mr l l  n re r  w iUr  Mi l ry  h i l v is
Tucsday  ( )  sccurc  r  (h rd  ta r ly
sponsorsh ip  h rv rs  i s  a  rc t rc
scDl i l r i ! c  o l  Komcn lb r  lhc
Ctr'c FotrndilnD Ozilks ilLca
i l1 l l l i i l ' c

PcLcr{r) 8or drc klcil lh drc
hcnc l i l  i l r rd t rgh  i l ros ic i i l i l
C.ndy Cobn'n rtrd hc, bilfd
Coburn 's  so fg  "P i rk  Wi l r lo l

FROM LEFT, EBAD PETEHSON, lv lary Purvis and Jordan
Hawkins pose lor a photo

i s  uscd  as  thc  an lbcnr  l i r  lbc  Cnrc  l j ro i lSh  hcr  l i l l  r rd  hc l
Susilr C KonrcD lburdalnn) nn'si.
Cobr r r  $ {+n ls  Konrcr  lb r  rhc  S t rc  rv .s  ra is .d  in  v r lhc 'n

Nl isv r r i .nd  l i t ru  o l  l i r c  b rDd
nrcn$crs . rc  l lo r  Br i lus ) i l

"l( nll sil'lcd hccilusc h$r ir
(Kotrrcn't brnd rvrnlcd k) sril r
.  sbov  herc"  l ' c tc rsnr  s r id
' 'Thcn I  s i lw  (Cobnrn 's )  sk ry  n )
417 Mnsilrirc I ilhvays cnjoy
hcil'ing nbonr strncotre lloDr
otrr aren doirs sood ilrinss 

'

The Drcc l inS d iscussc l
q rcc i l l cs  o l  lbc  c len l ,  i r chd
i rg  usc  o l  lhc  t ink  r ibbon k ,8o
nnd rhc ililxrn ol rhe Uocccds
rh i l l  w i l l  ro  k )  i l r c  KoDrc i l

' ' O u  u r i l  g o r l  i s  k , , a i s e
il\vrcncss hillis srid 'Wc

ilccd k) tsct cducilLhrrl ilrcs
s . !cs  our  l t rc re  l ( ' s  i lborL  nr iF

I I rvk i i l s  i s  cor l idc i l l  rh i l
il,cr btrsifcsscs rrd $xN! will
p i l r l i l c f  In  lhc  c lcn l  and (h r t  iL

' 'Evcryonc  I  vc  l i l l kcd  k )
i lbou l  i l r cev .D l  w i l s  socx i l cd  k )
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